This article presents preliminary results from the project "Religious diversity in a Eurasian city: statistical and cartographic analyses". The project focuses on the evolution of the religious landscape in the late 19th -early 20th century Ekaterinburg.
Introduction
Ethno-religious relations are an important factor of stability and successful development of cities, states and regions. A growing number of recent studies shows that Christian urban corporations were crucial for the rise of civil society in the late Middle Ages in Europe, providing precursors and models [9] . Some also point towards regional variations, and stress religious models of social assistance in Southern Europe [6] . Our research on the religious development in Ekaterinburg proved that religious minorities, especially representatives of Evangelical movements in opposition to the Orthodox Church, contributed to the development of civil society in late 19 ℎ and early 20 century Russia [4] . When the Bolsheviks seized the power, religious institutions played an important role in the mobilization and maintaining of their groups' identities. The Soviet state gradually banned religious institutions and deprived them from the rights they had managed to obtain through centuries of state oppression: to register life events, to worship and preach, to have their own prayer buildings, to educate, to help the poor and those in need. In other words, the Soviet authorities seized control over the civil society process in Russia, which had been developing within the religious institutions.
This article focuses on the history of religious landscape change in Russia and the encoded information about the religious situation, that can be "read" and interpreted [5, 7] . As Black argued, buildings are central to the symbolic reading of landscapes, for they frame and embody economic, social and cultural processes (Black) . The purpose of this study is to read and to interpret the Ekaterinburg religious landscape change from the late 19 ℎ century until 1941, when Germany attacked the Soviet Union; how the state politics effected the religious landscape; the number of religious buildings operating in the city; the non-Orthodox institutions ration and religious institutions number to the population size.
Sources
The research is based on statistics, including the First All-Russia Population Census, as well as local police, church and municipal records. In addition, local newspapers, photo documents from private archives are analyzed. The information extracted from the sources was transcribed into a database to monitor how many religious institutions operated in each year between 1917 and 1941. That allowed tracing the evolution of the city's religious landscape and to find out when the destruction policy peaked.
Results
Pre-revolutionary Ekaterinburg was an industrial city with marked ethnic and religious diversity. While the majority were members of the Russian Orthodox Church, there were congregations of Old Believers, Muslims, Catholics, Lutherans and Jews, (see table 1 ). The more than 90 percent Orthodox in the city according to the 1897 population census were overwhelmingly ethnic Russians, which was also the case for the four 
Discussion
Ekaterinburg city religious landscape formed by the late 19 ℎ century reflected the position of the powerful towards the religions. They supported the Russian Orthodox church, whose institutions dominated the religious landscape of Ekaterinburg.
However, there were alternative religions presented in the city's landscape: the most established were the Lutherans and Catholics, whose church buildings were very visible and centrally located. The Old Believers, Muslims and Jews were less marked but still presented in the city. All non-orthodox religious communities presented the civil society sprouts, mediating between the state and the religious minorities. Ekaterinburg city religious landscape evolution in the very early 20 ℎ century could be interpreted as further development of civil society with the religious institutions taking responsibility for promoting education, medicine and charitable activity. The Evangelical movements, attracting socially active and mobile urban youth and women contributed to the development of civil society in the 20 ℎ century Russia as well.
Conclusion
It took two decades for the Soviet authorities to destroy the religious landscape of the 
